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Trura AND FacT.

ETT, Superintendent of the Fort Hamilton, N. Y.
Read l]oy' Iiev,. ‘Iri[.o\gelsL%B fore the American Association for the Cure of
fne )Inabes'ates af: their Ninth Annual Meeting, held a- Bosten,
nebri ‘Mass., September 10th and 11th, 1878,

———

Tag words «ruth?” and “fact” are no-t synonymous terms,
althoueh they are sometimes carelessly mterchang'ed both in
speuki;g and writing. There are a thousand things which
we beli(;ve to be true, but nevertheless they have as yet no
foundation in fact. ) )

The inventors of tlie steam engine l?eheved in the power
of that vapory element to propel machinery long l)eﬂ')re they
developed the fact. ‘Vll?l} Galvano was m.akmg his crude
experiments with his primitive battery, how 11“‘.18' lie dreamed
that it possesscd a power of u.tteranc-e almost d.l\"lll(‘, and that
«in a moment, in the twinkhug. of an eye,” it could trans-
mit the germs of thought and the news ot the world from
sea to sea and from land to land.

The ten thousand times ten thousand and the wmyriads of
thousands of believers in the divine authority of the Bible
Jave from age to age recognized the scriptural fact that
the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.”
They also have ever believed with the same unwavering faith
in the yet unaccomplished Bible truth that “the heavens and
the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in
store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and
perdition of angodly men.”

Some years ago a clond “no bigger than a man’s hand”
was seen to arise on the social horizon aud rest in the heav-
ens above this Athens of the new world in which we are
assembled. It did not attract much attention trom the gift-
ed savans or theoretic philosophers of this city of culture and
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5
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